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 Lesson 34
 

To Make & To Do

There are a lot of common expressions based on to do and to make. It can be di�cult to 
know when to use make and when to use do. Here are some helpful tips. 

Usually we use Make for more creative activities: 
 
Examples: 
 
Janine makes her own clothes. 
My grandmother makes delicious puddings. 

We also use make to express an activity that creates something that you can touch. 
 
Examples: 
 
Mother makes lunch everyday for the children. 
Sharlyn made herself a cup of tea. 

Make often expresses the idea of construction or creation: 
 
Examples: 
 
I'll make a cake for Kiara's birthday. 
My computer was made in China. 

You make: arrangements, an agreement, a suggestion, a decision, a cup of tea, war, an 
attempt, a phone call, the best of, an e�ort, an excuse, a mistake, a bed, a profit, a loss, 
love, the most of, a noise, a good or bad impression, a success of, a point of, allowances 
for, a gesture, a face, fun of, a fuss of, a go of, a success of, etc. 

We use Do to refer to jobs, or responsibilities. These are often routine things that we do 
everyday. They do not involve much creativity or fun and are usually activities that 
produce no physical object. 
 
Examples: 
 
Jossette was doing housework in the morning. 
My sister did the washing up after dinner. 

 



We use the verb Do when speaking about things in general or when we do not exactly 
name an activity. This form is often used with the words 'something, nothing, anything, 
everything, etc.' 
 
Examples: 
 
Joe is not doing anything today. 
He does everything for his daughter. 
 
You do: the housework, some gardening, something, the washing-up, homework, your 
best, the shopping, the cooking, business with, etc. 
 
The more collocations with do and make you learn, the more you will get a feel for the 
deference between the two verbs. 
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